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the environment led to it becoming a beautiful 
urban waterway, one that can be enjoyed by 
all its neighbors as a ribbon of green, rec-
reational space. It has been so transformed 
that it is now home, in the center of the Bronx, 
to a beaver. Overall, her dedication to her 
work meant that my constituents were well 
represented in Congress and that federal 
money was well used in the Bronx. 

Nadine will be greatly missed in my office 
and her departure will be felt in my district. 
However, I know that she has a loving family 
at home, and will be happy taking care of her 
grandchildren. I am sure that her commitment 
to public service will continue and that she will 
make a difference in whatever else she de-
cides to turn her hand to next. In closing, I 
would like to again thank her for her service, 
and wish her the best of luck in her future en-
deavors. 
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HONORING VILLAGE OF SISTER 
BAY 

HON. REID J. RIBBLE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 100th anniversary of the Village 
of Sister Bay in Door County, Wisconsin. Set-
tlers first arrived in 1857, and the village was 
incorporated in 1912. 

That same year, the village suffered from a 
drought, a heavy hailstorm, a grasshopper in-
vasion, and a severe fire that consumed most 
of the businesses at the center of the village. 
The Village of Sister Bay not only endured 
these challenges, but also sought new oppor-
tunities. The community became a major ship-
ping location for early steam and sailing ves-
sels, and commerce thrived year round. 

Mr. Speaker, the Village of Sister Bay em-
bodies all of the finest qualities of Door Coun-
ty. In the early days, the community stood out 
as a tourist destination. Today, tourism con-
tinues to flourish in the Village of Sister Bay 
with small storefronts, restaurants, art gal-
leries, and a beautiful marina that gives visi-
tors a reason to keep coming back to this 
wonderful community. 

Again, I congratulate the Village of Sister 
Bay on its 100th anniversary, and encourage 
all residents in northeast Wisconsin to cele-
brate this community’s history and heritage on 
June 8–9, 2012. 
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HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO EDNA 
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and honor that I congratulate 
Mrs. Edna Ecklund on a momentous mile-
stone, her 100th birthday, which was on April 
14, 2012. Edna celebrated with family and 
friends on Friday, April 13, 2012, at the Kin-
dred Healthcare facility in Dyer, Indiana. 

Mrs. Ecklund was born on April 14, 1912, in 
Crete, Illinois. She is the oldest of three chil-
dren born to Henry and Clara Reichert. Her 

family later moved to Indiana and lived on a 
farm between Crown Point and Lowell. On 
June 5, 1931, Edna married Clarence 
Ecklund, and they lived in various locations 
throughout the region over the years. In 1962, 
Clarence and Edna moved to Schererville, In-
diana, where Edna remained until relocating to 
her current residence. Edna worked most of 
her life as a millinery salesperson for the Ed-
ward C. Minas department store in downtown 
Hammond, Indiana, before moving to the 
store’s River Oaks location in nearby Calumet 
City, Illinois. Edna, who retired in 1974, has al-
ways been known as an outstanding sales-
woman with an exquisite fashion sense. 

In addition to her successful career, Mrs. 
Ecklund was a member of the Order of the 
Eastern Star for many years. She is also a 
member of Immanuel United Church of Christ 
in Highland, Indiana. Edna has many friends 
and family who share a common respect for 
her commendable qualities, including her 
vigor, sense of humor, and kindness. Edna, an 
avid musician, has played both the organ and 
the piano for many years. A truly remarkable 
woman, Edna’s dedication to her career and 
her involvement in her community is exceeded 
only by her devotion to her amazing family 
and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask that you and 
my other distinguished colleagues join me in 
honoring Edna Ecklund on this special day 
and in wishing her a very happy 100th birth-
day! 
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HONORING MR. JOHNNY BARNES 
UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
THE ACLU OF THE NATIONAL 
CAPITAL AREA 
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Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Mr. Johnny Barnes, who, after ten 
years as the Executive Director of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union of the National Cap-
ital Area, is retiring. Johnny’s tireless advo-
cacy and his outstanding leadership, passion, 
and integrity during his service with the ACLU 
have brought about a more fair and just soci-
ety. 

Johnny’s advocacy efforts also include 
strong support for DC Statehood and working 
to get the residents of Washington, DC, a true 
vote in Congress. Washington, DC, residents 
pay the second highest per capita federal in-
come taxes in the United States but have no 
vote on how the Federal Government spends 
their tax dollars and no vote on important 
issues such as health care, education, Social 
Security, environmental protection, crime con-
trol, public safety, and foreign policy. Johnny 
is determined to educate citizens everywhere 
about taxation without representation for the 
more than 600,000 Washingtonians who live 
in the shadow of the United States Capitol 
Building. 

Since joining the ACLU of the National Cap-
ital Area, Johnny has led several successful 
efforts to promote the rights of all people. Peo-
ple expect and deserve a fundamental right to 
privacy. Johnny fought the proliferation of 
video surveillance cameras in majority-minority 
communities in Washington, DC. He also 

fought for the rights of honest people against 
warrantless searches police checkpoints. 
Throughout his time with the ACLU, Johnny 
has given a resounding voice to those who 
could not be heard. 

Before joining the ACLU, Johnny enjoyed a 
distinguished career supporting several Mem-
bers of Congress in senior positions. From 
1984–1990, Johnny served as the Chief of 
Staff to Washington, DC, Delegate Walter E. 
Fauntroy. From 1992–1995, Johnny served as 
Senior Counsel and Legislative Director to 
Congressman Lucien E. Blackwell from Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, and from 1995–2000, 
Johnny served as Chief of Staff to Congress-
woman Eva M. Clayton who represented the 
First Congressional District of North Carolina; 
the same Congressional District that I have 
the distinct honor of representing today. 

Johnny graduated Cum Laude from Central 
State University in Wilberforce, Ohio, and from 
the Georgetown University Law Center. He 
has shared his passion, understanding and 
expertise in law with countless students as 
Law Professor at the Georgetown University 
Law Center, the Potomac School of Law, and 
Antioch School of Law. 

Johnny’s work as a professor, seasoned 
Congressional staffer, and leader of the ACLU 
of the National Capital Area deserve recogni-
tion from this august body. I am confident that 
he will continue to be a strong advocate for 
civil rights wherever his interests and dedica-
tion to the community lead him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Mr. Johnny Barnes on his re-
tirement from the American Civil Liberties 
Union. 
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CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDIAN AMERICAN 
CULTURAL CENTER OF NWIHRC 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 17, 2012 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to announce that the Indian 
American Cultural Center of NWIHRC will 
celebrating its 10th Anniversary by hosting a 
gala dinner and banquet on Saturday, April 
21, 2012, at the Halls of Saint George in 
Schererville, Indiana. 

The Indian American Cultural Center, which 
opened on March 9, 2002, was established 
with the following goal in mind: to foster peace 
and harmony amongst the people of North-
west Indiana by showcasing their cultural her-
itage and creating spiritual awareness in both 
young people and adults, as well as to engage 
in various charitable events, both nationally 
and locally. Since its inception, the Indian 
American Cultural Center has been instru-
mental in educating Northwest Indiana’s citi-
zens on the traditions and customs of the In-
dian heritage. 

The members of the Indian American Cul-
tural Center of NWIHRC are to be com-
mended, not only for their commitment to pre-
serving tradition, but also for their commitment 
to making improvements that benefit all man-
kind. Proceeds from this year’s gala will go to 
support The Arc of Northwest Indiana, located 
in Hobart, Indiana. The Arc of Northwest Indi-
ana 
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